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places, the refusal of support against this danger on the
part of the majority in the Reichstag, renders obligatory
on the German princes, on their governments, and on
all supporters of order in the Empire, a solidarity of self-
defence for which the demagogy of the orators and of the
press will be no match so long as the governments remain
united and resolute as they are at present. The aim of
the German Empire is the protection of law; parliamen-
tary activity was regarded at the establishment of the exist-
ing federation of princes and cities as a means of attaining
the aim of federation, not as an end in itself. I hope that
the attitude of the Reichstag will exempt the federated
governments from the necessity of ever drawing practical
consequences from that position. But I am not sure that
the majority of the Reichstag now elected will correctly
express the undoubtedly loyal and monarchical leanings of
the German electors. Should that not be the case, the
question of a new dissolution comes into the order of the
day. I do not think, however, that a right moment for
the decisions will occur this autumn. At a new appeal to
the electors the question of economic and financial reform
will, as soon as it is rightly understood by the people, be
a comrade in federation with the federated governments,
but to this end its discussion in the Reichstag is neces-
sary, and that cannot be before winter. The need of
increased revenue through indirect taxation is felt in
all the federated states, and it was unanimously recog-
nised by their ministers at Heidelberg. The opposi-
tion to it of parliamentary theorists finds, in the long
run, no response in the producing majority of the popu-
lation.

' I most humbly beg your Majesty to accept with gra-
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